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half of the eighteenth century, Giambattista Vico (1668-1744),
Professor of Rhetoric in the University of Naples, Vico was
the son of a Neapolitan bookseller. Like Kant and many other
scholars of the age, he had to be content for a long time to earn
his living and a certain amount of leisure as a private tutor in a
family. In 1697 he obtained his professorship, which gave him a
regular if very small income (100 scudi or £20 a year). In 1735
the Spanish Infant Don Carlos (later Charles III of Spain),
who had just become King of Naples in the War of the Polish
Succession, made him his historiographer royal. This position
carried a pension with it. Vico had already brought out his
Scienza Nuova in 1725. It is a magnificent work, a definite
stage in the process of broadening and freeing man's intellect
which another great Neapolitan philosopher, Benedetto Croce,
has so passionately championed in a later age. Vico's book deals
substantially with law and history, and owed much to his
studies of Grotius' profound and learned work On the Laws
of War and Peace (1625). He arrived at the conclusion " that
systems of law are always relative to the general state of society
in which they appear," and that "laws are not made, but
grow." He was a sincere Christian, a member of the Roman
Catholic Church;"but his philosophical views were absolutely
incompatible with the rigid system of the Roman Catholic
Church at that time, which believed that truth had been
revealed to it once and for all, unchangeable* Vico held " that
truth and justice come from God, but that human reason
gradually comprehends them." His Ne& Science^ his view of
society as something always growing, changing, led him to
formulate a kw of progress and decay, through which, he
believed, all societies, all nations, like the human organism,
inevitably pass.1 These views of Vico profoundly influenced
subsequent thought, that of Montesquieu in particular, both
in his Considerations sur Us Comes de la grandeur des Romabts
et de leur decadence (1734) and De tEsprit des lots (1748).
Montesquieu wrote the Grandeur el decadence after three years
1 Vico's philosophy is explained, with a sketch of his life, in Robert
Flint, Vico (1901),

